
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
In response to the disciples’ question … “When will it be and what 

will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  (Matthew 24:3) Jesus 
responded … “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Keep awake therefore.  You must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  (Matthew 24:36, 42a, 44) 

And so begins our journey through Advent.  Well, it is not really 
a journey.  It is a time of waiting, expectation and anticipation.  It gives 
the feeling of stop, watch, listen and wait … wait for something to 
happen … wait for Jesus to come. 

I expect if you spoke with almost any child right now, the 
waiting, expectation and anticipation is for Santa Claus and presents 
under the Christmas tree.  And there are probably many adults who are 
also in that same frame of mind. 

I always find Advent a challenging time.  Jesus has not returned 
for over two thousand years.  So we are not really expecting that this will 
be the time.  Oh, it might be.  But we are not waiting with excited 
anticipation.  And we know the story so well of the tiny baby born in a 
manger whose birth we celebrate on Christmas.  There is little 
anticipation there. 

Although I think we can be lulled into a false sense of 
complacency.  No, it is not highly likely that the end of the age will 
come in the time between December 1 and Christmas Eve.  But … in 
that time, the risen Christ will come and touch each of our lives in 
numerous, different, exciting and probably very subtle kinds of ways.  
You may not even realize that it is happening.  Especially when it is so 
easy to get caught up in the shopping, baking, wrapping, partying and all 
the preparation that goes into the commercial institution that Christmas 
has become. 

If you let all the “trappings” of Christmas preparation consume, 
preoccupy and overwhelm you, you will surely miss the presence of 
Christ who is the true gift of Christmas. 

This Advent season do take time to stop, watch, and listen.  Wait 
in excited anticipation for Jesus Christ to touch your life.  You may not 
realize it in the moment, but take time at the end of each day to look 
back on the events of that day and reflect.  Where and how was Christ 
present? 

Most importantly, as you reflect on the events of the day and 
Christ’s presence, reflect on the ways Christ touched someone else’s life 
through you ... making you the gift ... making you the Christ. 
 



I pray that you are continually surprised, overjoyed and 
overwhelmed by the touch of Jesus Christ in these weeks ahead. 

Touched by Christ, 
 

  
 

 
  
 
 

Message From The Council President  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid, for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!”  

Luke 2: 8-14 (New Revised Standard Version) 
Messiah   Christ is Born! 
Emmanuel   Heavenly Host 
Rejoice!   Radiance 
Reflect    I Bring You Good News 
Yuletide Carols   Shepherds 

     Thanks Be to God! 
     Magi 
     A Star in the East 
     Savior 
     ! 

Thanks be to God for the gift of our Messiah, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Brothers and sisters, before the hectic pace of the holiday season 
kicks into high gear, stop, relax, sit back and take a moment or two to 
reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. Be amazed! 

Merry Christmas and God’s Peace, 
Paul Dodenhoff  
Council President 

 



Christmas Nativity Exhibit 
Our friends at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

(the Mormon Church) on James Street are presenting their annual 
Christmas Nativity Exhibit. It is free and open to the public. Check out 
these times so that you may go to see this wonderful presentation. It will 
put us in the Christmas spirit by centering us on the real meaning of the 
holiday.  

Friday, December 1  6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, December 2 4:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Sunday, December 3  2:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

 

Christmas At The Jail 
Pastor Mary Jane serves as Secretary of the Chaplaincy Board at 

the Morris County Correctional Facility.  Every Christmas the Board 
puts together a gift package for each inmate consisting of underwear, 
toothpaste, tooth brushes, shampoo, lotion, deodorant and home baked 
cookies. Often this is the only gift an inmate will receive.  And they are 
always very grateful. 

Saint Mark has been asked if we can provide solid white 
crew socks, no stripes, for the men and women.  Socks that have a 
grey heel and toe or the brand name written on the toe are 
acceptable.  Socks with a gold toe are NOT acceptable.  We will 
need 300 socks for men and 30 for the women.  We will provide only 
the socks.  Other churches will provide the other items. 

You can place the socks on the chair in Pastor's office. 
Donations should be received no later than Thursday, December 7. 
The bags will be made up on Monday, December 10 at the Methodist 
Church on the Green.  If you would like to come help fill the bags, it 
would be most welcome. 

 

WELCA Christmas Party 
As we enter the Christmas season we begin to plan for 

fellowship and fun as we anticipate the birth of our Savior. A delightful 
way to start our celebration is for the women of Saint Mark to get 
together for our annual Christmas party. 

It will be held on Thursday, December 7 at 6:00 p.m. at Judy 
Geller’s house. Bring along a nicely wrapped gift for our festive gift 
exchange game ($10-15 in value). If you would like to contribute to the 
bountiful feast, see Judy who will have a sign-up sheet. 

Make this a part of your preparation for Christ’s coming. 
Fellowship is an important part of our church life.  



Angel Tree 
 We have adopted a family of five this year for our Angel Tree 
mission.  The family includes a mother, and three boys ages 5, 2, and 14 
and a girl age 2 months.  This family is currently living in a homeless 
shelter so I am sure they would be very grateful 
for our help.  The children’s wish list is 
mostly made up of clothing necessities and 
not entertainment. 

We would love to make 
this holiday season a memorable 
one for this family so any support 
given will be highly 
appreciated.    

Please consider 
taking one or more “gift 
tags” from the tree in the 
fellowship hall and donating gifts 
to help this family have a 
happier Christmas.  In 
addition to the actual gifts, 
gift cards from ShopRite, Walmart, 
or Kohl’s would also be appreciated.  The 
deadline for bringing the gifts is to the church is Sunday, December 
10, by 9:30 am. 

Thank you, 
Sheri Anderson 
 

New Member 
On Sunday, November 19, we were 

pleased to receive a new member, Lynn 
Giever, into our church family. Welcome 
Lynn! We look forward to having Lynn 
worship with us and join us in other 
fellowship activities. 

 
 
 
 

 



Morris View Healthcare Center 
Join us for a worship service at Morris View Healthcare Center 

on Sunday, December 10.  The service begins at 2:00 pm. However, 
we arrive at 1:30 pm to hand out bulletins and prepare for worship. This 
is always an uplifting and moving experience for all who have 
participated.  The residents always appreciate our being there.  The 
service will include several old favorite hymns which bring special 
pleasure to all.  You will be touched in ways you could never imagine. A 
few of our regulars are no longer able to attend so we need everyone 
who is able to come out! Join us!   

January 14  February 11   
March 11  April 8 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling All Women 
The ladies of Good Shepherd in Florham Park have invited the 

ladies of Saint Mark to their WELCA Christmas luncheon at 12:00 pm 
on Friday, December 15.  We will meet at the Brick Oven on 
Columbia Turnpike in Florham Park.  Each person will order from the 
menu and pay for her own mean. 

Pastor Mary Jane has served as Vice Pastor of Good Shepherd 
since last January 2016 and knows it will be a good time with a very 
delightful group! 
 

 



Christmas Worship 
At 5:00 pm on 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, 
December 24 we will have a 
Candlelight Service with Holy 
Communion.  As always the 
music will be spectacular and 
we will once again welcome 
guest harpist Kristy Chmura.  
The driveway will be lit by 
shining luminarias, the altar 
will be decorated with beautiful poinsettias and the air will be filled with 
excitement in anticipation of the coming of our Lord. It is Saint Mark’s 
tradition not to have a worship service on Christmas Day. We will have 
a service of lessons and carols on January 31. 
 

What Does Shared Ministry Look Like? 
In July, August and October members of Saint Mark, Good 

Shepherd in Florham Park, St. Andrew in Parsippany and Gloria Dei in 
Chatham have met to explore ways we might pool some of our 
resources and share ministry together. 

The conversations have been interesting, and it forces us to 
think outside the box and perhaps change some of our preconceived 
ideas of how ministry should be done.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, January 23 at 7:30 pm at Saint Mark.  Everyone is 
welcomed and encouraged to attend. 

 

Saint Mark Book Marks 
As we go to print, we are planning to meet on Wednesday, 

November 29 at 1:00 pm at Marie Finamore’s home in Annandale to 
have lunch and to discuss Merry and Bright by Debbie Macomber. 
Several of Ms. Macomber’s books have been made into Hallmark 
movies, so you know that this story will be heartwarming and inspiring. 
In January’s issue we will let you know how we reviewed the book and 
what our next selection will be. 

 

 
 
 



Stewardship News 
Stewardship Mission for Winter 

Howard’s Mission: We are in our third year of collecting warm 
clothing, sleeping bags, back packs, knapsacks, blankets, and now, ‘clothing 
that someone could wear to an interview for a job!’ We have a plastic 
container in Fellowship hall for items, that we will deliver. Perhaps you may 
want to transport your own items: Howard’s Mission is housed at Carpet, et 
cetera, 8 E. Frederick Pl, Cedar Knolls, NJ07927, T + Th, 3-5. If you go 
there at another time, a storage container can be found outside the store 
where you can place bags of donations. If you would like to read an 
enjoyable article about this mission-Check out Howard’s Mission on the 
Internet. Under that title is an article from The Daily Record, August 2015, 
entitled “Man Fills a Hole Giving to Others.” There is always someone 
who needs to or should be getting rid of these kinds of items.  Why not 
offer to take them ‘off their hands’ and help care for others less fortunate 
than we are. 

Clean Up Morning: On Saturday, November 11, 2017 we held a 
‘Clean-Up’ morning at Saint Mark. Pastor, Bob and I had breakfast at a 
lovely table in the office. I did not realize that the French School utilizes 
our Fellowship Hall. It was our first really cold morning, so outdoor work 
was not possible for any length of time. It probably was not the best choice 
of Saturdays for a clean-up, since it was Teachers’ Convention weekend, 
but I wish to thank Bob Burkhardt, Paul Dodenhoff, Pastor MJ, and Sue 
Wilson for being there. Some dusting and vacuuming was accomplished in 
the Sanctuary, especially where the cushion meets the backboard of our 
pews!  Tablecloths were put up in the Choir closet, banners arranged. Sue 
Wilson and I worked to clear plant stems that looked unsightly in front of 
fence of playground. Sue purchased some gourds and pumpkins to make 
our planters decorative for the harvest time.  We worked as a team to clean 
the Sunday school cabinet on the left, and it looks great. Sue Wilson will 
label some of the boxes. Thanks again! 

Saint Mark Pledges for 2017 and 2018: Letters to our 
congregation have been mailed, seeking your financial commitment for the 
coming year.  If you have not received this letter please contact me. 
Perhaps we have just celebrated our “Commitment Sunday” or it will be 
here next week, but I have hope that you can find in your heart and pocket, 
the ability and desire to pledge your support for our mission in Saint Mark, 
our community, and God’s world. I hope, also, that you will be able to 
complete your pledge from 2017 during the next few weeks, if you have not 
done so already. 
             “We give generously because God has given us so much!” 

Serving God and you, 
Donna L, Mertz-Burkhardt, Stewardship Leader 



NCAA Champion Among Us 
Bernie Fisher’s granddaughter, Brooke, (top row, fifth from 

right) was a member of the University of Washington’s crew team that 
captured the NCAA championship title last spring. Here they are 
meeting with President Trump in Washington, D.C. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer List 
Saint Mark has one of the most extensive Prayer Lists.  The 

Council would like to be sure that the list is current and reflects the 
concerns of the congregation.  To that end, the Prayer List will be 
updated at the beginning of each year.  Please look over the Prayer List 
that follows and let Pastor Mary Jane know those names you would like 
to keep on the list.  The other names will be deleted. 

Judy Almquist 
Borice Baniwura 
Laurie Barden 
Barnes Family 
Family of Robert J. Bourque 
Erick Bross 
Max and Pedro Bueno 
Bonnie & Bob Caridad 
Maureen & Chuck Casey 
Bernice Clegg 
Alice Cohen 
William Coyle 
Michael Csanyi 
Vina Drennan 
Martene Errico 
Espinosa Family 
Peter Fredas 
Adrienne Gadzinski 
Scott Geller 
Antoinette and Frank Gisoldi 
Kyle Grazia 
Neil Hajjar 
Jack Hilbert 
Terry Hilbert 
Mary Hosler 
LaCour & Greig Families 
Family of Ross Lefkowitz 
Teri Lockie 
Mark Luttner 
Emery Macdonough 
Family of Byram Magol 
Kristiane & Brendan McDermott 

Chuck McDowell 
Margaret McCloughy  
Lori McKown 
Rev. Ted Muller 
Stanley Nagy 
Verl & Harriett Nahrstedt 
Stephen T. Norwood 
Rich Oelkers 
Lucille O’Hare 
Family of Joan Oleksik 
Mark Olivieri 
Laurie Peters 
Connie Pillion 
Family of Rosa Plaisant 
Sandra Poling 
Joe Quinn 
Family of Mel Reddy  
Charlie Reuther & Family 
John Shaker 
Hedda Sivertsson & Family 
Family of Pastor Roger Spencer 
Family of Ronnie Sprofera 
Summer Sprofera 
Pauline Thatcher 
Family of Lloyd Tureson 
Bill Verderber 
Family of Evelyn Vohs 
Troy Washington 
Family of Jean White 
Kris Wolke 
Collette Zahodnick  
Kurt Ziem 

 
 



Teach Them 
A busy, harried business woman was frantically trying to finish 

her Christmas shopping one evening after work. As the stores were 
closing, she decided to try to catch her breath and ducked into a nearby 
diner for a cup of tea. She was sitting there memorized by the emails, 
texts messages, constant Facebook and Instagram updates on her 
smartphone when she heard a muffled sob. She looked up from her 
phone and glanced around. She was stunned to see Santa sitting in the 
corner booth quietly crying. 

She got up and went over to him, putting her hand gently on his 
shoulder she asked: “Santa why are you crying?” Santa replied in a sad, 
disheartened voice: “Teach them.” Confused by Santa’s reply, she asked: 
“Teach who, and teach them what?” Santa softly answered: “Teach the 
children. Teach them about the symbols of Christmas and their 
meanings.” 

Santa said: “Teach them that the tree they decorate is evergreen 
because it represents everlasting life, and that the needles of the tree 
point upward toward our heavenly father. Teach them that the star on 
top of the tree represents the Star of Bethlehem that guided the kings, 
wise men and shepherds to humble manager where Jesus was born. 
Teach them the wreath that adorns their front door is circular because it 
too symbolizes everlasting life. The red berries on the wreath remind us 
of Christ sacrifice of his blood and dying, to give us the gift of 
everlasting life. Teach them that the sweet Christmas candy canes they 
enjoy also have meaning. The white coloring on candy canes signifies 
the purity of the Virgin Mary and the red coloring signifies the blood of 
Christ. Teach them that candy canes are in the shape of a J for Jesus. 
Teach them that I too, Santa Claus am merely a symbol of Christmas. I 
not only represent the three kings bringing gifts to the newborn Jesus, I 
also represent Saint Nicholas who according to ancient legend, secretly 
threw three bags of gold coins through the window of destitute family 
whose widower father was considering selling his three daughters into 
slavery out of dire poverty. Teach them that Christmas not about 
receiving gifts, it is about the pure joy of giving to others. So, please take 
the time to teach the children about the symbols and the true meaning 
of Christmas. Teach them and Merry Christmas!” 
 
 
 
 
 



Directory Updates 
Kindly make the following corrections and additions in your 

new directories. 
Giever, Lynn: 26 Mary Knoll Drive, Basking Ridge, NJ  07920 
     973-270-0756 
Friends and Family: 
Gragg, Scott and Toni: 4113 Stevensville River, Road, Stevensville, 
MT  59870-6421 
 

College Address 
Kristina Qualben’s college address was inadvertently omitted from the 
list in the November Messenger. We apologize for the omission. 
 

Kristina Qualben   Muhlenberg College 
430 North 22nd Street 
Allentown, PA  18104-5596 
 

Among Us 
We were saddened to hear of the death of Lynn Warrick, a 

former member of Saint Mark. Lynn was a member of our choir and 
added her lovely voice to our musical presentations. She is survived by 
her beloved son, Jim Sillence, and his wife, Allison. May the promise of 
the Resurrection unto eternal life give them peace at this difficult time. 
 

Inclement Weather 
As we enter the winter season we are reminded that it is 

sometimes unsafe to travel outside our homes. If bad weather should 
occur on Sunday mornings, please call the church at 973-538-3939 to 
find out about the status of the worship service. We don’t want any of 
our congregants to be put in peril on the roads. 

 

Messenger Articles 

 Do you have an article that you would like printed in The 
Messenger? If so, please contact the church secretary, Sandra, at 
ChurchOfficeSecretary@gmail.com or 201-264-9558. The deadline to 

get articles in is the 15
th of the month.  

 

 

 

mailto:SandraWawra@gmail.com


Birthdays For December
Charles Mohs  December 2 Michael Geller  December 17 
Patricia Chadwick December 3 Mackenzie Geller December 17 
Elise Shamansky December 4 Henry Stock  December 30 
Marlene Americo December 5 Ian Barber  December 30 
Oliver Rogers  December 17 

 

Wedding Anniversaries For December
Sandra and Dustin Trost December 14 
Donna and Bob Burkhardt December 17 
 

Baptism Anniversaries For December
Scott Jacobus  December 6 
Pat Auriemma  December 18 
McKenzie Burkhardt December 20 
Jack Wawra  December 22 
 

December Volunteers 

Lector: Paul Dodenhoff Acolytes: Nina and Michael Mohs 
Altar Guild: Judy Geller Teller: Judy Geller 
Audio Tech: Pat Auriemma  Communion Assistant: Gail Glennon 
Ushers: Paul Dodenhoff and Patty Chadwick 
 

Church Council 
President: Paul Dodenhoff Vice President: Gabor Nagy 
Secretary: Ingrid Davidsen Social Ministry: Sheri Anderson 
Stewardship: Donna Mertz-Burkhardt   Property: Henry Stock 
Youth & Education: Amy Manobianca   Fellowship: Kirby Chu 
Treasurer: Charlene Peterson 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Mary Jane Hastings   Minister of Music: Ralph Petersen  
Property Coordinator: Gail Glennon  Secretary: Sandra Trost 
Volunteer Coordinator: Judy Geller  SS Superintendent: Amy Manobianca 



 


