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Message From The Vice Pastor 
Resolve to Keep the Faith this New Year!  

 If you are going to make a New Year's resolution to improve 
or change your life, why not resolve to keep the faith this year? 
Make a simple promise to God:  "I will not depart from you" or "I 
will stick with you through thick and thin."   In a sense, I am asking 
you to make a resolution to hold your life together.  I am all for  
improvement, but sometimes focusing too much on areas we need 
to get better leads us to neglect the necessary maintenance of the 
things that should stay the same.    For example, if you adopt some 
fad diet that leads you too tired to keep up your exercise routine 
that could hardly be called progress.  
 The Hebrew word for faithfulness (Amunah) derives from 
the root verb meaning to make firm or to give support.  This makes 
sense when you think about the story of the people of                    
Israel.   There is a long list crazy, tragic and horrible events that 
this people has had to endure, yet they still hold onto their God  
despite the mess of living in a broken world.   The gift of the Old 
Testament is that it shows that staying with God is just as                     
important as coming to God is in the first place.  
 The other important thing to realize is that faithfulness is 
not just between you and God.   It affects all your relationships 
with those you meet every day.   People who are faithful are a  
blessing to those around them.  They help provide some stability in 
an ever-changing world.    A great example of this is when Paul 
writes to the Philippians   It is by your holding fast to the word of life 
that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or            
labor in vain. Philippians 2:16 (NRSV) 
 You have probably heard of the idea of being a "non-anxious 
presence."   The simple wisdom behind this idea is that anxiety is 
contagious like a virus.   A steadfast and faithful person can be               
likened to one who is inoculated against the virus of anxiety.  It not 
only helps the person vaccinated it dampens the transmission of 
the pathogen.    Part of the problem our society faces in our current 
age is that too many people a running to too many fad ideas and 
have left solid faith of our ancestors behind.   This means there are 
less of less non-anxious people out there to help stop the spread of 
the crazy.   
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 Please understand I when I say to keep the Faith, I am not 
reducing it mere personal piety.   We will still need to feed, the 
hungry, care for the sick, visit the prisoner, and lift up the lowly 
because as the Word teaches us this is just as much a part of our 
faith as is our prayer, scripture reading, and worship are.   Serving 
as others as our Lord does us is at the core of the faith I am asking 
you to stay with.   So perhaps with Martin Luther we can pray the 
words of the hymn Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word.  
 
 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
 Curb those who by deceit or sword 
 Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
 And bring to naught all Christ has done. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow'r make known, 
 For You are Lord of lords alone; 
 Defend Your holy Church that we 
 May sing your praise eternally. 
 
 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
 Send peace and unity on earth; 
 Support us in our final strife 
 And lead us out of death to life. 
 
Wishing you a blessed New Year and that you keep the Faith!  
Pastor Knecht  
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Message From The Council President 
 January… 
 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he 
has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot find 
out what God has done from the beginning to the end. Eccle. 
3:11 
 I was looking for a message about time since January is     
traditionally of new resolve and renewal of things we want to 
change.  We, as a church family, have been going through change 
since before the time of MJ’s retirement in late May.  The Call   
committee was formed and under the leadership of Paul               
Dodenhoff, they have followed the steps towards finding a new  
pastor.  We decided to make the search with another small church, 
Good Shepherd, in Florham Park.  We had a candidate that later 
decided not to take the step of becoming a Pastor of two churches 
and to remain in the south Philadelphia area. 
 The Bishop will now find us another possible candidate and 
we go back a few steps in the process that Paul will write about in 
his article in this Messenger.  We hope that we can be successful 
and have a new shared Pastor in the near future. 
 The Council approved a motion to vinyl side the parsonage 
and take bids on other exterior repairs, replacing the entry door 
and garage doors.  We hope that the Capital Campaign is fruitful to 
raise the monies to support these efforts.  We will also look at other 
projects both at the parsonage and at the church. 
 We will announce the date of the Annual Meeting before the 
end of this year. May all your prayers be answered in 2019 and            
beyond! May we continue to be Jesus in the world around us. Peace 
to all 
 Remember to love one another. 
 
I love you all, 
Bob Burkhardt 
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Call Process Update 
 During July 2018, the process of calling a new pastor for 
Saint Mark began following the retirement of Pastor Mary Jane 
Hastings. As previously communicated, for financial reasons, Saint 
Mark is calling a pastor for shared ministry in conjunction with 
Good Shepherd of Florham Park. 
 The guidelines for calling a pastor were created, and are    
administered, by the ELCA. A key document in the call process is 
the Ministry Site Profile which details the current state of a                 
congregation, its mission, vision and goals, and the type of minister 
that would be best for achieving those objectives. Shortly after 
Saint Mark and Good Shepherd submitted their respective site  
profiles, Bishop Tracie Bartholomew of the New Jersey synod             
identified and nominated a candidate to serve both congregations.  
 The call committees and councils of Saint Mark and Good 
Shepherd reviewed the candidate’s Rostered Minister’s Profile 
(similar to a resume’, it’s another key document in the call process), 
contacted the references that were provided, and conducted           
in-person interviews with the candidate. At the end of each step, it 
was decided to continue the call with the candidate.   
 Our last meeting with the candidate was on December 5, 
2018. Again, the vote was to continue the call. Unfortunately,           
however, shortly after the meeting we were notified by Pastor Scott 
Schantzenbach, assistant to the bishop and our synodical                   
representative, that the candidate asked to be removed from               
further consideration. The reason given, was that after prayerful 
reflection, the candidate felt the amount of time needed to give  
appropriate leadership to both congregations was beyond his       
capacity.   
 While this is disappointing, it doesn’t put us back to the    
beginning of the call process. Only a few steps back. Pastor Scott 
has spoken with Bishop Bartholomew. She’s actively looking for a 
new candidate to serve Saint Mark and Good Shepherd. I’ll provide 
updates as they become available. 
 Peace, 
 Paul Dodenhoff 
 Call Committee Chairman 
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   Christmas Pageant And  
Happy Birthday Jesus Luncheon 

 How blessed we are here at Saint Mark to have such                      
marvelously talented young people! Between the musicians,                    
narrators, characters, angels, and animals we were in for a real treat 
on December 16. Everyone played his or her role to perfection. 
 Thank you to Amy Manobianca, our gifted Sunday school   
superintendent and director, and to all the children who so                     
beautifully participated. You brought the true meaning of the   
Christmas story to the entire congregation. We are grateful. 
 Following the presentation we were all treated to a marvelous 
luncheon, compliments of everyone who so graciously provided food 
for the feast. Kudos to Kirby Chu and Donna Mertz-Burkhardt for 
pulling off this delicious array of food. There was something for     
everyone. Good food brings us all together in Christian fellowship 
and we praise God for that.   
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Saint Mark Book Marks 
  Our first meeting of the new year will 
be on Thursday, January 10, 2019 at Judy Geller’s 
house. We will be discussing Kristin Hannah’s The 
Great Alone. This is a wonderful read. Many book 
clubs are selecting it. If you like learning about    
Alaska, family drama, determination, and survival 
then you won’t want to pass this one by. 

 

Annual Meeting 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

January 27 following worship.  Light refreshments will be served.   
All reports for the Annual Meeting are due in the church 

office by Sunday, January 13.  You may e-mail them, drop them off 
or use snail mail.  If you cannot type, the church administrative assis-
tant can do that. 

Please plan to attend this important meeting.   
 

Stewardship Message 
 “Many, many thanks”.  This is the phrase that, Pastor Euler, an 
elderly minister of my Church, during the summer months, when I 
was a young girl, repeatedly stated after songs by the choir. 
 It is in my head, heart and soul, and for many aspects of our 
Worship and Congregational work together I say it to myself often.  I 
say it now to those of you who have made a ‘Pledge’ for an ‘Offering’ 
for this coming year, 2019. 
   I also say “Many, Many thanks” to all of our congregation for 
all that we do to help others, learn about each other, accept each 
other and keep Saint Mark growing and loving. 
 Serving God and you,   
 Donna L. Mertz-Burkhardt  
 Stewardship Leader   
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WELCA Party 
 This year the women of Saint Mark had another fun time at 
our annual Christmas party. It was held at Judy Geller’s house on  
December 13. In addition to a delicious spiral ham and oodles of side 
dishes,  salads, gelatins, and a pecan cherry cheese cake, we were 
able to move into the living room for our traditional gift exchange 
game. As the saying goes, “A good time was had by all.” We are 
blessed with warm friendships and Christian fellowship. They are 
true gifts from God, and we are humbled and grateful. 
 

Angel Tree Collection 
 The response was overwhelming when we were asked to     
provide gifts for a homeless mother and her three daughters.                  
Beautifully wrapped packages filled an SUV that brought them to the 
Woman’s Club in Morristown, the distribution center. Thank you so 
very much for fulfilling the desires and needs of this family. It is this 
Christian spirit of giving that permeates our small congregation. 
 

Correctional Facility Collection 
 In addition to the Angel Tree we also collected white socks 
and undergarments for the Morris County Correctional Facility. 
Thank you to all who participated. We also received a generous 
check from our Christian brothers and sisters from the Restoration 
Church. Those funds were used to buy a great deal of items. We are 
appreciative of Pastor Chris and his congregation’s generosity. 
 

Interfaith Food Pantry 
 We are delivering food every few weeks. The response from 
our congregation was been astounding. In December the emphasis 
was on breakfast foods. Dozens of boxes of cereal, oatmeal, syrup, 
etc. were collected. Thank you! 
 In January we will concentrate on BABY PRODUCTS. This 
includes formula, baby wipes, diapers, baby food, etc.  Of course, any 
sort of nonperishable food is always accepted and appreciated. Way 
to go, Saint Mark! 
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Prayer List 
 If you would like to place a family member or friend on our 
newly updated prayer list, please contact Judy Geller. The new list 
will be published shortly. 

 
Inclement Weather 

 From time to time in the winter we are hit with a snowstorm 
or nor’easter. If this should occur on a Sunday morning it is prudent 
to find out if church has been cancelled before you venture out. Call 
the church at 973-538-3939 for an update. We don’t want anyone to 
be injured on the roads. 
 

Howard’s Mission 
 The Burkhardts continue to deliver our contributions of 
men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing to Howard’s Mission. This 
might be the time for your family to sort through your gently used 
items and donate what someone else may be able to use and                 
appreciate. The bin is in the fellowship hall. Thank you. 
 

Valentine’s Care Packages For College Students 
 It’s that time of year again. We will be sending loving care 
packages to our college students in February. Stay tuned for more 
details. 
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Given By    In Memory Of 

Sheri & Tom Anderson   Howard & Val Anderson  
 

Carla & Wolf Bauer   Loved Ones 
 

Patty Chadwick      Bob Chadwick-Sing Choir of   
     Angels, Peter O’Hare, Lenny   
     Farber, Peter Olivieri, Harry Farber 
     God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  
 

Dodenhoff Family    Our Loved Ones  
 

Judy & Steve Geller    Many loved ones who have gone  
     before  
 

Lynn Giever     Our Loved Ones  
 

Bob, Colton & Dana Klein  Edwin & Edith Klein  
 

Janet & Jeff Lefkowitz   All Our Loved Ones  
 

Magol & Russell Families  Adeline Magol & Byram Magol  
Sharin, BJ, Marsha, David & Jeffrey 
 

Nick & Sam Oliveri    Grandpa - Merry Christmas  
 

Mary, Marc, Nick & Sam Olivieri  Bob Chadwick- Merry Christmas 

      Big Guy.  Miss ya man!  
 

Dorothy Tureson    Lloyd Tureson  

 
 
  
 
        
 
  
       
      

Sheri & Tom Anderson   Verl & Harriett Nahrstedt  

Diane & Connie Pillion   The birth of Jesus Christ!  

 

 

 

Given By    In Honor Of 
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Birthdays for January 
Bernice Fisher January 1 Mary Anderson January 18 
Bob Burkhardt January 1 Gail Glennon  January 22 
Scott Geller  January 3 Steve Eck  January 22 
Dorothy Jakobsen January 6 Ieva Rogers  January 24 
Thomas Tatem January 7 Robert Almquist January 27 
Judy Geller  January 9 Monica Nagy  January 29 
Vanessa Jebsen January 17 Janet Lefkowitz January 30 
 

Anniversaries for January 
John and Suzanne Smith  January 23 
John and Gail Glennon  January 28 
Charles and Bia Bueno-Mohs January 30 

 

Baptism Anniversaries for January 
Brooke Pinkey January 1 Trinity Carrasquillo January 22 
Kristina Qualben January 18 Nina Mohs  January 26 
Marlene Americo January 19 Michael Mohs January 26 
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January Volunteers 
Lector: Bob Klein     
Acolyte: Grace Manobianca 
Ushers: Diane Pillion and Lynn Giever   
Teller: Charles Mohs 
Communion Assistant: Bernie Fisher 
Altar Guild: Diane Pillion and Judy Geller 
 

Church Council 
President: Bob Burkhardt  
Vice President: Gabor Nagy 
Secretary: Ingrid Davidsen  
Social Ministry: Judy Geller 
Stewardship: Donna Mertz-Burkhardt    
Property: Bob Klein 
Youth & Education: Amy Manobianca    
Fellowship: Kirby Chu 
Treasurer: Charlene Peterson 
 

Church Staff 
Vice Pastor: Pastor J. David Knecht  
Minister of Music: Ralph Petersen  
Secretary: Sandra Trost 
Volunteer Coordinator: Judy Geller   
SS Superintendent: Amy Manobianca 
 

 
 


