
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dear Sisters and Brothers: 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build 
up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time 
to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a 
time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and 
a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.  
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8) 

And … a time to work, and a time to retire. 
I have come to the point in my life when it is time to retire.  I 

will do so at the end of May 2018.  It is with mixed emotions that I 
make this decision.  I have so enjoyed the past fifteen years at Saint 
Mark and my relationship with each of you.  I will miss all of you very 
much!  But it is time for me to slow down and look toward the next 
chapter in my life.  I have been blessed to have had two very fulfilling 
and rewarding careers. 

I have truly been blessed with your willingness to be partners 
with me in ministry.  I cherish all that we have done together.  Your care 
and love for me have been so important!  One of my greatest blessings 
has been our Minister of Music, Ralph Petersen.  He has made leading 
worship together a truly holy experience! 

I look forward in the months ahead to continue to work 
together and to develop and understand the vision that God has for 
Saint Mark in the years ahead.   

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now.  (Philippians 1:3-4) 

In Christ, 
 

  
 

 
  
 
 

 

 



Message From The Council President  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

What are you thankful for? 
It’s that time of year again. One day each fall we stop and gather 

with family and friends to celebrate a holiday with food, festivities and 
maybe some football. Giving thanks, though, shouldn’t be confined to 
just one day a year.  

Each day, every day, throughout the year is a time to stop, 
reflect, and give thanks to God for all he has given us. Oh, we may not 
have everything we want, or everything we think we need, but we still 
need to be thankful because we are blessed.   

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, who 
wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices; Who, from our mothers’ arms, 
has blest us on our way with countless gifts of love and still is ours today. LBW: 
Hymn 534, Verse 1. 

What are you thankful for?  
As I reflect on the words of the hymn, I can’t help but be 

amazed by the countless blessings I’ve received and the wondrous things 
that God has done for me: My wonderful wife Tiina, my two young 
adults (I can’t call them children) Peter and Erika, remembering the 
sound of their laughter when they were babies, the safe and beautiful 
neighborhood where Tiina and I now live, the amazing colors of the fall 
season, my wonderful church family, the aroma of freshly-brewed coffee 
(on some mornings that’s a huge blessing), my health, my job, and the 
list goes on. 

Before the hectic pace of the holiday season moves into 
overdrive, take a moment to stop and reflect on the blessings that God 
has given you. I hope you’ll be as amazed as I am. 

God’s Peace, 
Paul Dodenhoff 
Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Morris View Healthcare Center 
Join us for a worship service at Morris View Healthcare 

Center.  The service begins at 2:00 pm. However, we arrive at 1:30 pm 
to hand out bulletins and prepare for worship. This is always an uplifting 
and moving experience for all who have participated.  The residents 
always appreciate our being there.  The service will include several old 
favorite hymns which bring special pleasure to all.  You will be touched 
in ways you could never imagine. A few of our regulars are no longer 
able to attend so we need everyone who is able to come out! Join us!   

   November 12    December 10  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint Mark Book Marks 
Whiskey and Charlie by Annabel Smith was the October 

selection. This interesting dynamic between twins and other family 
members is set in Australia. We learned a great deal about relationships, 
forgiveness, and redemption. 

We will be meeting at Marie Finamore’s home on Thursday, 
November 30 at 1:00 pm. This will be our first attempt at a daytime 
meeting. Carpool from church. The book is Debbie Macomber’s Merry 
and Bright. 

 

Kitchen & Bathroom Project Update 
Total Cost - $55,000 

Amount received through October 2017 - $55,000 
Amount needed - $0 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to make the kitchen and 
bathroom projects a reality! 
 



Celebrating All The Saints 
Sunday, November 5 is All Saints Sunday when we will 

celebrate all the saints in our lives.  When we come to the Lord’s Table, 
we share in Christ’s Holy Supper with all the Church throughout the 
world and with all the saints who have gone before us.  And so each 
week we hear the words during the Eucharistic prayer … “With the 
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn.” 

Every time we come together to worship and praise God, we are 
joined by all our loved ones who now rest in God’s eternal kingdom.  
They join us in singing the praises of the God who brings life out of 
death.  All of God’s saints are the sign of our hope and an image of the 
glory we shall inherit. 

On All Saints Sunday, during the prayer of the church, we will 
name the saints who have gone before us.  If there is someone you 
would like to include, please give the name(s) to Pastor Mary Jane. 

 
 

All Saints Names 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Luther and Pizza 
On Friday November 10 at 7:00pm we will screen Rick 

Steeve's one hour DVD "Luther and the Reformation" commemorating 
the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.   Pizza will be 
served.  Please let Pastor Mary Jane know if you plan to attend so we 
know how much pizza we will need. 

 

Stewardship Plans 
1 Peter 4:10 ~ “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” 
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, November 11. 

Breakfast provided at 8:30 am, Work Day at Saint Mark from 9:00 am – 
12:00 pm. There is always lots to do to take care of a home, a building, a 
church, our church, Saint Mark Lutheran Church…outside and within! 

Judy Geller has lovingly listed various jobs that someone, 
perhaps you, could do to take care of Saint Mark.   Please see this chart 
right next to our display showing Who We Serve and How We Serve on 
the wall in Fellowship Hall. We will continue to focus on these areas of 
Service during this year. 

Don’t forget - Saturday, November 11 - breakfast always sounds 
good to me! Then a project to “work it off!” 
 

WELCA Christmas Party 
In a few short weeks we will be entering the season of 

Christmas. A delightful way to start our celebration is for the women of 
Saint Mark to get together for our annual Christmas party. 

It will be held on Thursday, December 7 at 6:00 pm at Judy 
Geller’s house. Bring along a nicely wrapped gift for our festive gift 
exchange game ($10-15 in value). If you would like to contribute to the 
bountiful feast, see Judy who will have a sign-up sheet. 

Make this a part of your preparation for Christ’s coming. 
Fellowship is an important part of our church life.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Items Needed for MCCF 
This Christmas the Morris County Correctional Facility will 

provide the inmates with gift bags.  Chaplain Herman Scott asked that 
we donate solid white crew socks with no stripes for men and women.  
We will need about 300 men’s and 30 women’s.  Walmart has some 
good prices for these. 

All donations are needed no later than Friday, December 8.  NO 
GIFT WRAP please because they would only have to un-wrap them. 
Please put the items you bring into Pastor Mary Jane’s office.  

 

College Addresses 
This year we have four students attending college. They would 

all love to hear from you if you get a chance to drop them a line! 
 

Dana Klein    Yale University  
1044 Chapel Street, #702 
New Haven, CT  06510 
 

Brandon Long    The College of New Jersey 
Ely Hall, Room 310-1 
2000 Pennington Road 
Ewing Township, NJ  08628 
 

Julie Peterson    North Carolina State University 
405 Brooks Avenue   jlpeter6@ncsu.edu 
Raleigh, NC  26707     
 

Richard Stock    Champlain College 
20 Joy Drive, Apt. 404  Richard.stock@mymail.champlain.edu 
South Burlington, VT  05403 
 

Directory Updates 
Kindly make the following corrections in your new directories. 
1. Dodenhoff, Paul and Tiina: 2 Spokane Lane, Branchburg, NJ  
2. Kaufman, Dan: 43 Franklin Street, Verona, NJ  07044 
3. Jakobsen, Dorothy: Apartment 218 

 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY: 
1. Ardolino, Joe and Lauren: 50 Mountain Avenue, Rockaway, NJ  07866 
2. Jacobus, Erin: 118 Santa Fe Trail, Hopatcong, NJ  07843 
3. Jacobus, Scott: 42 Melrose Drive, Chester, NJ  07930 
4. Monetti, Geri: New cell phone: 540-526-6284 
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Howard’s Mission 
One of our winter Stewardship missions during the last few 

years, seems like a good one to continue. We are always looking for 
something to do with old outer clothing, scarves, hats, gloves, 
backpacks, shoes, sleeping bags, suits/business dresses and blankets. 
Perhaps you know someone who keeps meaning to go through and get 
rid of these items of warmth? Perhaps you could offer to help them with 
this project?  Howard’s Mission is a non-profit organization, nearby, in 
Cedar Knolls that gives all your donations to Homeless people in NYC, 
Patterson, Morristown! Bin is located in Fellowship hall. We deliver! 

Serving God and you, 
Donna L. Mertz-Burkhardt 
 

Remembering Les 
October 17 would have been Les Daniell’s 100th birthday. In his 

memory we are publishing a poem he wrote in January of 2011. 
 

“LOVE” 
 

IS IT EPHEMERAL, ETHEREAL, ELUSIVE 
OR SOMETIMES NOT CONCLUSIVE 

IS IT NONDEFINABLE OR DEDUCIVE 
TO A NARCISSIST PERHAPS INTRUSIVE 

 

IS IT EINSTEIN-LIKE JUST A THEORY 
OR A JUXTAPOSITION LEADING TO QUERY 

IS IT AN AURA OF SHIMMERING BEAMS 
OR IS IT SIMPLY UNFILLED DREAMS 

 

SO MOONLIGHT ASIDE IT’S SIMPLY A RIDE 
OF HIGHS AND LOWS TAKEN IN STRIDE 

OR A CAPTIVE CHAINED IN ROMANTIC THROES 
SUFFERING THE PANGS OF INFLICTED WOES 

 

AN ENIGMA THRU THE AGES TO ALL WHO FALL 
IN COMPLETE SUBMISSION TO THE SIREN’S CALL 

POETS WAX POETIC LYRICISTS ARE FRENETIC 
WHY AT TIMES LOVE IS PATHETIC 

 

IS IT A GIFT OR JUST A PANACEA 
BUT HOW NICE IF IT HAPPENS TO YOU AND ME-UH 

 



Thoughts On Thanksgiving 
 “Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 

will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.”  Matthew 6:25 
Bobby McFerrin gained fame with the song “Don’t Worry, Be 

Happy.” It tends to make all who hear it feel like they are walking on air. 
On this Thanksgiving Day, Jesus tells us not to worry about our 

lives, what’s in the cupboards or the refrigerator, or if our clothes are the 
latest fashion. The challenge with this, however, is that human beings 
are good worriers. We like to worry, even though we say we don’t. We 
worry because we want to have control. 

When Jesus tells us not to worry, he also is telling us to be 
grateful for what we have. God has blessed us with life, food, drink, our 
bodies, and clothing – enough to share! The Lord has always cared for 
God’s people in the midst of all their worries, throughout history. Let’s 
make today a day of giving thanks to God for our blessings. There are 
worries enough for tomorrow. Today, let’s give thanks.    
          Christ In Our Home, November 26, 2009 
 

Prayers For Your Thanksgiving Day Table 
We thank you, Lord, 

For happy hearts, 
For rain and sunny weather 

We thank you, Lord, 
For this our food, 

And that we are together. 
 

Savoring the Good 
I have many things to be thankful for, God, and sometimes I remember 
them and other times I forget. When something large or small goes 
wrong, it fills my mind and I forget those things for which – when I 
remember – I am thankful. Help me to remember the good things, God. 
To name them, to savor them and to be thankful to you. 
 

For Steadfast Friends 
O God, I thank you for my friends and all the joys they have brought. I 
thank you for the happiness of sharing work and problems and laughter, 
and for the joy of adventuring and learning together. I thank you for the 
chance to love and be loved, not because of cleverness or goodness but 
in spite of faults and differences. 

by Avery Brooke, Plain Prayers for a Complicated World 
 



Interfaith Food Pantry Collections 
We will be collecting food items during October and November 

for our Thanksgiving Thank You Lord bags that will be donated to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry.  You and your family might consider donating 
your favorite non-perishable food for the enjoyment of the pantry 
clients.  Please bring your donations to the church by Sunday, 
November 12.  We plan to make weekly deliveries to the food pantry.   
The items most needed by the pantry are as follows: 
 

Rice – 1 or 2 lb. size (brown or 
white) 

100% juice 32 oz. 

Canned vegetables (Corn) Canned fruit 

Tuna Fish and other canned fish Cereal (low sugar, high fiber, oatmeal) 

Peanut butter Mac ‘n Cheese 

Soups-regular, hearty, and low 
sodium Condensed soups 

Qt. and Gal. size resealable plastic bags 
Sandwich bags (resealable) 

Side Dishes:  Instant Potatoes, 
Stuffing, Rice-A-Roni, Hamburger 
Helper, etc. 

Canned meats and meals (ravioli, 
spaghetti & meatballs, hash, stew, 
canned chicken, etc.) 

Boost or Ensure, Boost Glucose 
Control or Glucema 

Dry Milk (1 qt. package) 

Baby Food – Stage 1 fruits & 
veggies 
Stage 2 Meats & Meals 
Stage 3 Vegetables and Meats 

Evaporated milk 
Parmalat (32 oz. size) 
Soy, rice, or almond milk 

Diapers sizes 1-6 
Pull Ups sizes 2T-5T 
Baby wipes 

Pasta 
Whole wheat pasta 

Adult Depends Tea (100 ct. boxes) 

Spaghetti/ Pasta sauce Canned Beans, pork and beans (not 
green beans) 

Gluten free products Individually wrapped granola bars 

Tomato Products (sauce, diced, etc.) Enfamil Infant Formula 

     
In addition to food items the Pantry is also in need of standard 

sized copy paper boxes to help organize things in their warehouse, 8 ½” 
x 11”  

Sheri Anderson 
Social Ministries 

 
 



 
 

3. 



Messenger Articles 

 Do you have an article that you would like printed in The 
Messenger? If so, please contact the church secretary, Sandra, at 
ChurchOfficeSecretary@gmail.com or 201-264-9558. The deadline to 

get articles in is the 15
th of the month.  

 

Birthdays For November
Janet Engelmann November 4 Lisa Qualben  November 18 
Laura Peterson  November 6 Domenic Manobianca November 19 
McKenzie Burkhardt November 8 Grace Manobianca November 21 
     Lorelei Eck  November 23 

 

Wedding Anniversaries For November
Sue and Tom Wilson  November 3 
Bonnie and Pat Auriemma November 10 
Linda and Ralph Petersen November 10 
Tom and Sindy Fredrick November 30 

 

Baptism Anniversaries For November
Kristin Jacobus 
Colton Rogers  November 9 
Mary Jane Hastings November 29 
 

November Volunteers 

Lector: Tom Wilson  Acolyte: Kristin Smith 
Altar Guild: Dagmar Stock Tellers: Donna and Bob Burkhardt 
Audio Tech: Pat Auriemma  Communion Assistant: Dagmar Stock 
Ushers: Karyn Smith and Tom Wilson 
 

Church Council 
President: Paul Dodenhoff Vice President: Gabor Nagy 
Secretary: Ingrid Davidsen Social Ministry: Sheri Anderson 
Stewardship: Donna Mertz-Burkhardt   Property: Henry Stock 
Youth & Education: Amy Manobianca   Fellowship: Kirby Chu 
Treasurer: Charlene Peterson 
 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Mary Jane Hastings   Minister of Music: Ralph Petersen  
Property Coordinator: Gail Glennon  Secretary: Sandra Trost 
Volunteer Coordinator: Judy Geller  SS Superintendent: Amy Manobianca 

mailto:SandraWawra@gmail.com


 


